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Round table discussion on the humanitarian crisis of the Rohingya people
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Summary report
This report was written based on the discussion taking place at the time of the meeting and
has not been updated to include developments and events that have occurred since then.

This month, it has been eight years since the Burmese military launched a full-scale military attack on the Rohingya people. Over 700,000 Rohingya people fled to Bangladesh from Myanmar. In Rakhine state, the Arakan Army has faced increasing accusations that it is abusing, targeting, and disenfranchising the Rohingya. Humanitarian access is largely blocked. While the World Food Program reports alarming levels of food insecurity in Central Rakhine, the situation in Northern Rakhine, where the majority of Rohingya live, is expected to be even worse due to conflict and access issues. In Bangladesh, conditions in refugee camps such as Cox’s Bazar have worsened due to severe funding cuts, including USAID's slash of aid budgets. 
Currently, several important international meetings are held. At the end of August, a three-day conference in Bangladesh was organised by the Bangladeshi Ministry of Foreign Affairs and brought together global stakeholders to find solutions to the long-running Rohingya crisis. At this conference, the Bangladeshi government urged the international community to draft a roadmap for the safe and voluntary return of the Rohingya people. There was a high-level conference in New York on 30 September, and another UN meeting is scheduled for December in Doha.  
On Thursday, 18 September, KUNO facilitated a round table discussion on the humanitarian crisis of the Rohingya people. The objective of this meeting was to share knowledge and information about the most pressing challenges in humanitarian assistance for the Rohingya people. To achieve this objective, KUNO invited a leading expert, Tun Khin, and participants such as academics, INGOs and local NGOs to reflect on the following issues described in this report.
Speaker:
· Tun Khin, President of the Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK)

Tun Khin opened the meeting by sharing insights from the report Starving to death: the latest phase of the Rohingya genocide (June 2025), elaborating on the worsening humanitarian situation in both Bangladesh and Myanmar since 2023. He highlighted how Cyclone Mocha, trade and aid blockades imposed by the regime, and ongoing armed conflict have all contributed to the deepening crisis in Myanmar.
 
In November 2023, hostilities between the Arakan Army and the military resumed, prompting the regime to impose a trade and aid blockade that has severely impacted Rohingya communities. According to UNDP (March 2025), Rakhine State now stands on the brink of famine. The situation has been further aggravated by funding cuts, particularly the World Food Programme’s decision to suspend all food assistance in Myanmar from March 2025, due to a USD 60 million funding shortfall.

Tun Khin underscored that this crisis is manmade and part of the genocide against the Rohingya people. He stressed the importance of the international community and its responsibility to end the crisis. The Rohingya have reached their limit. They are resilient, but the situation has reached its breaking point. Increased humanitarian assistance is desperately needed. 

Humanitarian access in Rakhine State 
Humanitarian access for international NGOs in Myanmar, particularly in Rakhine State, remains severely restricted, creating a significant operational gap. Organisations are required to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and comply with stringent registration, reporting, and planning requirements. Failure to meet these conditions places humanitarian staff at risk of imprisonment, while the regime retains the power to revoke MoUs or deny travel authorisations at any time. In Central Rakhine State, 57% of families, up from 33% in December 2024, are unable to meet their basic food needs, according to the World Food Programme (WFP). A funding shortfall of USD 60 million has left around 70% of residents in and around camps in Sittwe, an area under military control, facing acute hunger. This crisis is further exacerbated by soaring food prices driven by ongoing trade blockades.
 
Communities in northern Rakhine State are also experiencing extreme food shortages due to continued conflict, trade restrictions, and severe limitations on humanitarian access. BROUK has gathered information from contacts in 15 villages across Buthidaung and Maungdaw townships, home to an estimated 13,500 people. Interviews indicate that families are surviving on one or two small meals per day, often limited to poor-quality rice with no vegetables or protein. Many households have already depleted their food stocks, and both children and adults are showing visible signs of severe acute malnutrition.
 
The regime’s restrictions on humanitarian access in Rakhine State directly contravene UN Security Council Resolution 2669, which calls for “full, safe and unhindered humanitarian access” across Myanmar.

According to BROUK, forced recruitment of Rohingya men and boys by the Myanmar military has become a serious and escalating issue in central Rakhine State. BROUK documents that recruitment drives are taking place in and around IDP camps, including those near Sittwe, with reports indicating that some of those targeted are as young as 13 years old. The report highlights that, instead of paying salaries to recruits, the junta forcibly collects money from all IDPs in the camps through regime-appointed camp committees. These funds are then distributed to the families of those recruited. This system has created a desperate situation in which some Rohingya men now volunteer for recruitment simply so their families can receive the payments and afford food. Others attempt to pay cash bribes to avoid being taken.

The humanitarian situation in Bangladesh 
Bangladesh’s refugee camps are still growing due to the continuous stream of refugees from Rakhine. The Rohingya face increasing protection risks, include high levels of violence, exploitation, and lack of access to basic services. The situation in these camps is critical, and funding cuts have worsened the situation even more. For instance, healthcare facilities which are shut down due to funding cuts leave many without access to proper healthcare. Education facilities are shut down as well, resulting in illiteracy, and children are deprived of future possibilities. Already before the funding cuts, 40% of the children in the Bangladesh refugee camps were stunted. The funding cuts will significantly increase this number. 

Mental health among Rohingya refugees in the refugee camps is dire due to limited livelihood options, safety and lack of educational options. The feeling of having almost no outlook dominates among the people. This results in a high suicide rate among Rohingya refugees, which is strongly increasing with 39% from 2022 to 2024, while the suicide rates among adolescents are doubling. Although much-needed, psycho-social support available in camps is not enough for all who need this. This is an increasingly concerning factor in the Rohingya crisis.
Participants in the meeting continued discussions on humanitarian aid for the Rohingya, emphasising the need to promote self-reliance and livelihood-building activities in the camps. Solely relying on life-saving assistance is not sustainable; there is an urgent need to enable the Rohingya to become more self-sufficient. Examples shared included internal markets within the camps, entrepreneurial projects, and other livelihood initiatives, all of which contribute to social cohesion and help residents secure food and essential goods for themselves.

The international community
Another topic discussed was the repatriation of the Rohingya. Current discussions on this issue are often framed by the narrative that the Rohingya must return to Myanmar. However, findings from a survey among Rohingya refugees indicate that they view repatriation as unsafe. Tun Khin emphasized that justice and accountability must come first, before any discussion of repatriation can take place. Participants of the session further highlighted that the Rohingya are severely underrepresented in meetings and conferences about their situation and are largely excluded from decision-making processes. The lack of representation and the absence of Rohingya voices were key concerns raised during the session.
During the meeting, the question was raised about what China’s role is in the situation in Myanmar, as the country has recently started to fund the WFP's response in Myanmar. Participants added that heir interest might have to do with the raw materials that Myanmar possesses and the economic opportunities that China sees in the country. 
Finally, given the limited access to Rakhine State, the speaker mentioned the potential for establishing a cross-border humanitarian aid channel. Tun Khin stressed that organizations must find ways to navigate around the regime’s restrictions rather than depend on its permission to deliver aid to hard-to-reach areas. The importance of collaboration between governments and sustained pressure on the regime was underscored. Advocacy efforts were also deemed essential to emphasise the need for unhindered humanitarian aid to enter the country.
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